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Aimusic.us Director

Working as composer,
conductor, and musician since
1969. Came to the United States
in late 1980s. MA degree from
San Jose State University. In
1994, he founded a Chinese
music studio which became
FYCO in 2000 and Aimusic in
2013. Recipient of composer
and arts leadership grant

awards.
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CSling through the Qdwirling Glouds

OF elcome to the Closing Ceremony of the 10th International Aimusic Festival.

The final piece of the first half of this year’s Zheng and Eight Tones traditional music concert, Swirling
Clouds, is arranged from a core aria in the modern Peking opera Azalea Mountain. It’s considered a top-
tier work in the world of Chinese orchestral music. Because of its extreme difficulty, it has rarely been
attempted since 1974. Fourteen years ago, Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra (FYCO) performed it once, but
at the time, no one involved was truly ready. | forced it through over the course of a school year, but
the result was quite rough.

This year, the situation is entirely different. Last year, FYCO premiered the Tiger Mountain Suite, so the
students are now familiar with Peking opera. Many musicians are especially drawn to operatic music with
plot and dramatic conflict, which led everyone to choose Azalea Mountain as a follow-up to last year’s Tiger
Mountain. Little did we know, this mountain is no ordinary mountain—its eight-minute score posed a
greater challenge than the combined thirty minutes of nine pieces from the previous suite. What’s more, the
orchestra spent last semester preparing for the arts festival’s opening ceremony, and this semester was first
busy with the opening, then with a string of community service performances. By the time we got through
all that, it was already mid-February. When we began full rehearsals in April, some players couldn’t find the
style, couldn’t count the beats correctly, couldn’t come in on time, couldn’t watch the conductor, couldn’t
hear other parts... The whole group was like a swirl of chaotic flying clouds!

I’'m grateful for the chance to lead the orchestra using the Peking Opera drum—the traditional method
for conducting operatic music for hundreds of years. It unites conducting, percussion playing, and leading
performer into one. To lead others, you must first fulfill your own role. I'm not a professional percussionist,
nor did I just pick this up on a whim. I was a reluctant rebel, forced onto this path. But through drumming, my
heart settled quietly into the music, a state completely different from conducting without the drum. Without
it, one can be flashy, detached, even neglect the players. But with it, you must strike clearly, gesture precisely,
and communicate subtly—especially during complex transitions and changes. Whenever problems arose, |
could immediately sense their root causes and discuss solutions with the musicians on equal footing.

The world is changing rapidly, and FYCO-Aimusic is flying through the swirling clouds, emerging ever
more pure, more harmonious, more serene, and more joyful.

CGordon Kee

May 7, 2025 - Hunter’s Point
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Artistic Director: Gordon Lee - Narrator: Emily Banh

A. FYCO Peking Opera percussion B. Aimusic Beginner group

1. Chinese orchestra %I‘()&Sﬁt @N(m&

Composers: PENG Xiuwen, CAl Huiquan
Performers: FYCO, Aimusic Pre-Orchestra, and Intermediate group

2. Sheng unison Composers: LIN Weihua, HU Tianquan
W J’W g"tﬁ@uﬁw Trdbe
Performers: Richfield Chen, Jonathan Li, Samantha Yeung, Evan Li
Instructor: Ying Dong

3. Yangqin duet: The bntertainer American jazz music
Composer: Scott Joplin « Arranger/Instructor: Wenying Wu
Performers: Madelyn Cheung, Terence He
Conga drum accompaniment: Yolanda Jiang

4. Zheng trio
Excerpt from the Peking Opera akking the Jiger- Mowntain

Performers: Yolanda Jiang, Audrina Au, Madelyn Cheung
Trio arranger/instructor: Wenying Wu

5. Suona solo Harwvest Gelebration Composer: REN Tongxiang

Orchestra accompaniment/Conductor: Wenying Wu
Performer: Owen Cobb
Instructor: Zhang Yu

6. Chinese orchestra J)wtl‘é/y Glouds
Excerpt from Peking Opera . (zalea Mowrntain
Composer: YU Huiyong - Orchestration: PENG Xiuwen

— Ynternission —

7. Theng solo _/otus 8me/;yu%g/ﬁ;mn the YWater

Soloist: LIU Xin Traditional Hakka Zheng music
Notation: RAQ Ningxin

8. Zheng solo ﬁenel‘a/fﬁ Gommand

Soloist: LIU Xin Traditional Zhejiang Zheng music
Notation: WANG Xunzhi

9. Zheng duet The G%almg('tﬁ&%m River

Performers: LIU Xin, MA Siyi Composer: QIAO Jinwen, REN Qingzhi
Adapted by WANG Zhongshan

10. Zheng unison S7%re S
Performers: LIU Xin, MA Siyi

Composer: WEI Jun

/

All programs performed by FYCO unless otherwise noted. &
Program subject to change without notice. fyco.org
: : ; NATIONAL £ & caurornis I ™ (LI el
This concert is supported in part by  taowwenrSARTS S shirestit, benel  ANJoSE [ i C
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d LIU Xin, a young guzheng virtuoso, holds multiple positions including council member of the Guzheng = Q
1A\ Professional Committee ofthe ChinaNationalities OrchestraSociety, executivememberofthe GuzhengProfessional S8R
) 1\ Committee of the Henan Musicians Association, vice president of the Guzheng Professional Committee of the s /I

Henan Nationalities Orchestra Society, artistic director of both the Qishui Zheng Ensemble and the Xianyue
Zheng Ensemble, and guzheng lecturer at the Henan Academy of Drama Arts, Henan University.

During her early musical education and at the affiliated middle school of the China Conservatory of Music,
she studied under Associate Professor YANG Lin, a guzheng virtuoso. In 2004 and 2011, she was admitted to the
undergraduate program and graduate program of the China Conservatory of Music respectively, both with top
overall scores, and then studied under Professor LIN Ling, a renowned guzheng virtuoso and doctoral supervisor.
In 2015 and 2022, she won the first prize in the plucked instrument category of the 6th and 8th Henan Provincial
Professional Instrumental Music Competition (Wenhua Award) respectively. In 2017, she was awarded the special
prize in the guzheng category of the Henan division of the China Music Golden Bell Award Competition.
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In LIU Xin’s pursuit of artistic diversity, she has been an important member in the research project “the
String Collection of the Qing Dynasty” within Professor LIN Ling’s “Beijing Top-notch Talent Project” at the China
Conservatory of Music. She also collaborated with the German composer Robert Zollitsch (Lao Luo), the composer /4
of Tan Te, in the San Chuan Zheng Ensemble for three years, participating in over ten concerts/festivals held in

i

)
(——
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xr
China, Switzerland, Germany, etc. Since 2016, LIU Xin has been involved in music projects such as /BN BATTUTA 8 y
and /I Teuzzone in collaboration with the world-famous early-music master Jordi Savall and the Hesperion XXI 484 5[]
Early Music Ensemble, and these projects have toured in China, France, Switzerland, Spain, Lebanon, the UAE, <
7 Morocco among others. = jj’i- F;ﬁ
}- Since 2012, LIU Xin has been actively engaged in online and offline publicservice lectures, recording hundreds E
of videos of techniques and performances. She organized two public service music projects, Puyue Guzheng %
1\ |_| U Xm %ﬂ ﬁﬂ Tunes and Young Lotus Guzheng Sounds. In 2017, she initiated the establishment of a non-profit organization, ‘a |
" the Qishui Zheng Ensemble. In January 2018, the ensemble held its first full scale concert at the concert hall of g ﬁ
GUZheng o% the Eastman School of Music in the United States. Subsequently, they participated in dozens of public service /
performances at places such as the Poly Concert Hall in China and many university concert halls. Years of persistent &

hard work and rich stage experiences have shaped LIU Xin’s performance style, that is clean, clear, natural, free-
spirited, highly expressive and moving. She can vividly convey the feelings of the music with her innermost fYCO-Org
emotions, touching the heart of the audience.
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+ Bei Chen, Cello & # - KIR=E

After graduating from the Middle School of
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Mr. Chen was
selected by Shanghai Symphony Orchestra as a
member. In 1978, he became the principle cellist of
the newly formed Shanghai Philharmonic Society.
He received a BA degree in English from East China
Normal University.

EERIETULERMNERESLERRPEFS
WER - 1969FEALBRABR (B8%F) Bl - 1978
FRELOERELE - NeBYLHBERENES

¢ Ying Dong, Sheng & 58 - =

MA degree from the Central Conservatory of
Music, executive director of Sheng Committee under
the Chinese Orchestral Society, lead musician in
China Broadcasting Chinese Orchestra and ConTempo
Beijing Chamber Orchestra. As a soloist, collaborated
with Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra, Germany
Nationaltheater-Orchestra Mannheim, Denmark
Aarhus Symphony Orchestra, and many others.
Released solo album with China Record Shenzhen in
2010, and won gold prizes in a number of national
and international competitions.

PRELBRETL $@E%Eﬁ%l@%a
RREULESEZEZTSSEHES  PASH
H&&8 - ConTempo %wmgﬁﬁémﬁsﬁé:
RSHTRNBREE  FHSBHERNEIFTIT L L
ER %%!m%x@%lé z%léﬁ&&%ﬁ
2 2010F A IR BN S L Iﬁm 2170VDE
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(in alphabetical order of last names)

¢ John Chiang, Erhu ST&=% - —#0

Received his bachelor degree from National Tainan University
of the Arts in Taiwan, and Master of Ethnomusicology from
University of Florida. Won the first prizes of erhu in the Taiwan
National Music Competition and the National Yellow Bell Chinese
Music Competition. Served as the concertmaster of Dachung
Chinese Orchestra in Taiwan and won many prizes and rave
reviews. As a soloist and chamber musician, performs in Taiwan,
China, Japan, Canada, France, Italy, and Switzerland. Now he
is involved in several music associations, including Society of
Ethnomusicology, International Association for the Study of
Popular Music, and Chinese Music Research.

007 ECRmBIMAZET - 2010FELXRRESEHER
EARBERESYLEBET - SESEREFESHAEET -3 &
LERBRIITEZEER - DBEMTAER—3 - IMBSEEKX
PELESRITEELR - BFI - T8  BNSFHIEIRE
Lo —REFNAZSEFEEMN BFELE] > BRRNMNEL
HENHEEAEZERIANMEATLYMBES

¢ Or. Eddie Hsu, Dizi == s+ - &=

BA in Dizi Performance from Tainan National University of
the Arts. Performed a solo concert in Kaohsiung in 2009. PhD
in ethnomusicology at the University of Texas at Austin in 2019.
Served as an adjunct faculty in Boyer College of Music and
Dance at Temple University, where he taught the Chinese Music
Ensemble and World Music. Currently he is Curator at the Musical
Instrument Museum in Phoenix, AZ.

BICHEMARHETERET - 2000FREEETREN
HEREBASSEELE  01IRBNREBRICIDREGRKSHR
SBRETE  BAEREXREFFHSLAZRERIBRIESY
SRANERTLIERE - BaifEBRTFZIBINEEREILEES
B - ERFRBETEER  SRIRURSLERSIFER
EPERETNE - 815 Netflix BERIINIGLELE -
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¢ Mark Kuo, Dizi/Suona

SEF 65 * BN

Born in Taiwan, Kuo joined the student Chinese
orchestra from junior high to college. In college, he
became the director of the Chinese Music Club and the
conductor. He also participated in the Chinyuan Chinese
Orchestrain Taipei. After settling down in the Bay Area,
Mr. Kuo joined the South Bay Chinese Orchestra where
he played the dizi, sheng, and suona. Kuo also plays the

Qudi in the Kunqu ensemble in the area while teaching
dizi at Aimusic/ FYCO.

j‘*cﬁ’l‘c??%‘ BEGEEE ZNPPESRERE

- BSEBLITIRRIGE MBS NEILEREL

l I:lli REGENNEEFLER - EEEERINNAEBEHL

SFAEBLSETHRERES - RINFLES -8
i%’“éf%é% B St oIS

¢ |lan Emily Lin, Liugin/Ruan
MER - 1% - Bt

After winning many liugin and ruan championships
in Taiwan, Ms. Lin was honored as Hwakang Chinese
music new superstar in 1999. BFA from Chinese Culture
University majoring in the liugin. Master’s degree in
Music Education from Pennsylvania State University in
2005. Performed the concerto Melody on a Moonlit River
at the prestigious Taipei National Recital Hall. Served as
judge at the Liugin Grade Appraisal Competition for the
Taipei Chinese Orchestra.

BHEBTRE ANBEGEWERE L
- 1995, 1096 FECEYNESIFHESFSE -
B 199FEERMBLEHNT - EXRPECKEPEH
SREBR > TIBYZ > SHEOLEBRSLBEZREL
MZH=d CIAZE) - 2000FE6ItRIELEYZE
REEELLEAESE - 2000FEBENINIIKRESTLYST
B2 -
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(in alphabetical order of last names)

¢ Wenying Wu, Yanggin/Conductor

RNR 15 B/i5E

BA from China Conservatory of Music and entered the China Broadcasting
Chinese Orchestra after her graduation in 1997. Co-recorded Elementary
Course of Dulcimer with the renowned dulcimer educator Xiang Zuhua in
1999. Her 2005 book Yanggin Made Easy was reprinted in 2008. Performed
solo at the 2014 National Centre for Performing Arts and in many countries.
Winner of multiple awards in China and abroad. Currently yangqin and zheng
teacher at Aimusic.

PESLERGEANESR  WESTRYE  BROE  1997FFEXEA
PEERRRLE  1999FREBEEUERIRBEELRAQRT (HZ4D
RYIE) - H (KSeD~BHBERAPI) —SR200553%17 © 20085FH
R - 2014FEBRABIRRDHEESHEPRLEERR [HMNFE! - 81
Shtt R+ JEFME - 2021 FEPENENRIKSFSREABERRIRER -2
EHE=1  EXEEUEER=2 - RISLSTHE  O5HUE0 -

¢ /hang Yu, Suona/Guanzi
FE-EHRN- B85

A member of China Musician Association and an examiner in the Chinese
National Music Performing Examination Committee. Mr. Yu was admitted into
Central Conservatory of Musicin 1982 and entered Central Chinese Orchestra
after graduation as an associate principal of the treble suona section in 1986.
First Place winner at The Fourth Goat City Music Invitation Competition in
1987. Yu visited over 20 countries including the US, Germany Holland, Italy,
Switzerland, Austria, and Japan as Suona soloist along with the Conservatory
and the Orchestra. He also recorded for movie and TV soundtracks with the
suona and the saxophone. In recent years, Yu has studied the Guanzi with
Professor Hu Zhihou, a national treasure virtuoso.

192FEBEAPRELENR - PEASLRHEES - PERKEZZER
RRYBFPRREZMEESHEES - 19QFEAPRELE Fﬂz%ﬁﬂité
I# - REEEILE - RREBBIRM - RXEEANPRRIZLE - 7£1987F 501
BFENSLAFEPESTE B - SSIRURMRECRHTREZR EREIGL
25 - WhERBWEH=E - &R - AR - BittA - InT - 88 - BAEF "+
ZEER - EFRK - REBSHRAENRATSEHREZBZES -
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Beginners 2kt

® Wind & £
Dizigs =
Julianne Lee Z=f&i1)

Sheng %
Abigail Chin BRiEfi

® Plucked Instruments
& 1 &
Liugin #) 2
Iris Chiu GR&RIE
Hannah Thuon &5
Yangin 152
Emma Chen 3%
Sophie Wu RWE
Ruan Bz
Makenzie Davis-Marsh ££m
Josephine Lee Z&1R

® Strings 1% %
Erhu — 8
Mitchell Zhu x&®=&
Kinsley Zhou B4tE
Zachary Kuo 25270

10™ International Rimusic Feskival « 2025
G)/G&W 606/@/7@0% Gonceert

Intermediate ok ¥k

® Wind & %
Dizis 5

Yunao Xu 578931
Suona 18 i

Ethan Zhu k&%)

Austin Chen 5 #

® Plucked Instruments
JE 1 %
Lheng =
Alice Gan HZR=
Luna Truong EWZE
Nicole Zheng &piE 5=
Nova Truong 3EMZ

Ruan Bz
William Zheng &5
Jayden Ho @& %

® Strings #% %
Erhu — 3
Angela Kuang Bf4: R
Felicia Jin £&S
Harrison Kang R0 E
Cello X122
Ryan Yu g2

Nwician> g F 22

(=)
==

Pre-Orchestra 4=

¢ Wind & £
Dizi &=
Dean Chen &S 3
Jacob Bi K3
Kristin Cheng & 20=
Zuhao Liang Rid%
Sheng =
Sean Li TR

® Plucked Instruments
B
Liugin # 2
Michelangelo Chan &£ &
Pipa &
Lisa Zhang &1
Yangin 52
Lanxin Nie Sz

Lheng &
Nina He {35566

® Strings #; %
Erhu —#8
Edrick Chiu 6/ ES
Gilbert Kang ¢S
Nicholas Lam ##51%
Vanessa Jiang ST8UR

Cello X122
Benjamin He @&

—
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FYCONBEFBLE s it
e X ]
Ctlernasic.us (M P 04 1= B %5 Z
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® Wind & % ® Plucked Instruments & 7 % ® Percussion 1T Z £ ® Strings #% 4
'I t Bangdi # & Liugin #2 Zhongruan oo Emily Wong E 018 Jinghu = 8
Ryan Chan &5 4 Kandace Ho @R e# Christopher T. He @ X% &# Angela Chen fRZz3& Terry Yang 21R %S +
Xinyi Yang 15104 * Claire Chen BREEsH Charis Wong &% * Wenting Tan 8305 Gaohu = 4
o Qudi 8 & Emily Lin # 8@ Daruan % 5 Ying Ghen % 2+ John Chiang STE e
Lucas Huang Z&:8 Pipa 2 Haotian Zhu s % Laurie Lee ZREEA Erhu = &
Ryan Ouyang #5335 * Rex Ouyang BEZR& Sanxian = % Charisse Un BTB5&~ ~
J_ Sheng = Haotian (Tim) Chen B&i%X# Monique Kuo 38%5A "4 Liam Cobb @;IzE %
Jonathan Li =jEf2 Nina Wu 2328 Lheng & Sarah Tseng &33%
Samantha Yeung 15 &85 Clemence Wong &F2* Audrina Au BB 7 Audrey Tam EgaE *
% Evan Li =32 Yangqin 5= Yolanda Jiang SIS * L Isabella Luo ##22 *
Alto Sheng & %= Madelyn Cheung 3z &# Kaden Liu 215512
Charmaine Lui EZ58 Terence He B8=&F* fyco.org YiRen £
ﬁi Bass Sheng £ 5 = Genevieve Lam #ki¥s
Richfield Chen iR:%B# | Erhu & 8
Suona 08 11 Erin Liu 21522
m Owen Cobb @TEN * Cello X1z =
Zhang Yu F Ee@ Noriko Denda
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Haotian Zhu 435X + Ruan Bt

Playing music was never my strong suit, but joining FYCO has helped me discover the fun and joy in it. Hearing the beats of a
song slowly come together after weeks of practice and rehearsals has been incredibly rewarding. As a bass player, I've learned to
carefully listen for cues from other instruments to know when to enter. This skill has also carried over into how | listen to music
in general-1 now find myself picking out individual parts, like drums or strings, which makes songs more enjoyable and engaging.

FYCO has also opened up so many opportunities for me, and I'm especially grateful to Gordon Z£&®. He encouraged me to stay
with FYCO even during COVID when | was considering quitting, and he pushed me to grow by learning a new instrument (;XfBw)
and even performing solo pieces.

Speaking of solos, they were stressful at first. | was always worried about making mistakes, but over time and with more
experience, that anxiety turned into confidence. One of the most fulfilling parts of FYCO was visiting community centers and seeing
the joy our music brought to children and the elderly.

Overall, FYCO has been a great experience. I've had so much fun meeting fellow musicians and making new friends. I'd also
like to thank Lin Zg&m for her patience and support in teaching me. I've grown a lot both musically and personally, and I'm grateful
to have been a part of this community.
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Richfield Ghen [&>XE « Sheng

Eight years is a massive amount of time to do one activity, especially in adolescence, which can be - and was for me -
an extremely dynamic time in life.

Do you know what else is massive? The two entire pages of letter size paper that last year’s graduates took up with their
essays. | personally can’t stand reading blocks of text so | will try to keep my remarks brief.

Through these eight years, I've felt a decent variety of emotions about my instrument from the demotivation of being
unable to grasp a technique to the inescapable pride that comes with pulling off a successful performance. Despite this
turbulence, | can safely say that | fully appreciate every single year I've spent in the Aimusic program. The opportunity | was
able to have here in learning about the incredible world of Chinese orchestra is something | will forever cherish. I'm fortunate
enough to have a Chinese ensemble program at my college of choice, so | expect to utilize the musical concepts I've learned
while being a part of FYCO in the years to come.

Finally, I'd also like to say thank you. Thank you to Xie Laoshi for facilitating this amazing cultural program for the local
community—students and audiences alike—to enjoy. Thank you to Calise and Monica and everyone else who helps make this
program possible. And last but not least, a very big thank you to both Zhang Laoshi and Dong Laoshi for teaching me all |
know about my instrument.
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Owen Gobb @ST&RSZ « Suona i m ’ =
\ Back when | was around seven years old, my mother took me to FYCO. Seeing all these new instruments for o |
,’ \ the first time, | wasn’t quite sure which one to learn. After a short exam, | was recommended to learn suona, % %

so | did just that.
Fast forward 10 years and here | am, still learning suona, still going to FYCO. Through my journey as a suona Eﬁ

i<y

player, | have been able to connect with many communities, from our own orchestra all the way to the state of v 3 g%
California as a whole. This invaluable experience has helped shape who | am. It has built confidence in myself and my x,ji
abilities through countless performances, as a group and as a soloist. It has taught me discipline, as no matter if | ' ‘ =
am in the spotlight or merely in the background, my impact has a dramatic effect on the piece as a whole. And lastly 2
it has created a sense of cooperation with my peers, to come together with each of our unique skill sets and create Yk

something totally beautiful.

* 10 years ° | thank FYCO and all my instructors for giving me the gift of learning Chinese orchestra and guiding me through this
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PRESIDENT: Dr. Frank Sun
SECRETARY: Dr. Yunzhang Pei
TREASURER: Melody Pan

DIRECTORS:
Dr. Guang Li
Yannie Wang

Shujin Qu
Shuling Liu

MANAGEMENT
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Gordon Lee
HEAD COORDINATOR: Calise Cheung
PORTAL COORDINATOR: Laurie Lee
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COORDINATORS:
Monica Lam
Juan Liu
Wenjing Yu
Felicity Miao
Sunny Liu
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STAGE MANAGER: Monica Lam
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Elizabeth Tian, Bingqing Cui, Huihui Liu

REFRESHMENT TEAM: Sunny Liu, Luan Yang, Huini Du, Guansong Liu
Shujuan Pan, Yiyun Wang, William Kuang, Huihui Liu, Hui Qin
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Felicity Miao, Mingdong Li, Kaimun Wong, Sophie Cobb, May Chang, Wilson Jiang
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VIDEO: Infinity Production

CONCERT PROGRAM
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INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT

$10,000 & UP

San Jose Office of Cultural Affairs
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

$5,000 & UP

Benevity
YourCause
Silicon Valley Creates

UP TO $3,000

Lee Family
Gordon & Anne

UP TO $2,000
Wenying Wu
Tzu-In Pan

UP TO $1,000

Chen/Yu Family
Dean & Ryan

Ho Family
Kandace & Jayden

Lam Family
Genevieve & Nicholas
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Au Family
Audrina

Chen Family
Richfield & Claire

Chiu Family
Edrick & Iris

Cobb Family
Owen & Liam

He Family
Benjamin & Nina

Kang Family
Gilbert & Harrison

Lee Family
Josephine & Julianne

Li Family
Evan & Sean

Truong Family
Luna & Nova

Wong Family
Clemence & Charis

Zheng Family
Nicole & William

Un Family
Charisse

UP TO $400

Liu Family
Kaden

UP TO $300

Bi Family
Jacob

Chan Family
Ryan

Chen Family
Austin

Chen Family
Tim
Cheng Family
Kristin

Cheung Family
Madelyn

Chin Family
Abigail
Cynthia Chuang

Denda Family
Noriko

Gan Family
Alice

He Family
Christopher
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ANNUAL SUPPORT 2024~2025

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

He Family
Terence

Huang Family
Lucas
Jiang Family
Vanessa
Jiang Family
Yolanda
Jin Family
Felicia
Kuang Family
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Li Family
Jonathan
Liang Family
Zuhao
Liu Family
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Luo Family
Isabella

Ouyang Family

Ryan
Ren Family
Yi
Sui Family
Jayden
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Xiaomei Sun

Tam Family
Audrey

Tseng Family
Sarah

Wu Family
Nina
Wu Family
Sophie
Xu Family
Yunao
Yang Family
Xinyi
Yeung Family
Samantha
Zhang Family
Lisa
Zhou Family
Kinsley

Zhu Family
Ethan

Zhu Family
Haotian
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(/émusic.us is an American government-awarded arts institution, providing music
performances, classes, and international festivals in San Jose, California. Starting from the artistic
director Gordon Lee’s studio in 1994 and as Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra (FYCO) in 2000,
Aimusic promotes Chinese heritage as an integral part of Silicon Valley’s multicultural fabric by

training students to play traditional instruments, share their musical gifts with the community,
and develop a life-long appreciation for the vital role of arts.

Teamwork is the foundation for Aimusic.us pursuing its art goals. Members help each other
especially when encountering great challenges and difficulties. On March 11, 2020, The White
House declared Santa Clara as one of the two counties most seriously affected by Coronavirus in
the nation. Within only three days, all classes were smoothly transferred from on campus to the
internet without missing a single activity. There were many hours of intense communication and
coordination among sectors after the city shut-down notice. Despite the steep learning curve,
staff, teachers, parents, and students worked together with a community spirit to develop the best
solution possible.

Serving the community is Aimusic’s responsibility. Before the pandemic, more than 40
performances were held at public schools, libraries, city halls, community centers, senior homes,
cultural organizations, and high tech companies in Northern California every year. Since the
pandemic, more than ten community performances continued to be held online each year. The
music performed includes Chinese classical, folksongs, regional operas (Xiqu), musical storytelling

(Quyi), Buddhist, Taoist, and court music. For more than a century, imitations of Western
music have gradually taken away the stage from traditional music. This increasing difficulty
of identifying authentic cultural heritage begs for the conscientious artists to preserve and
pass on the true traditions.

Being authentic and natural is the artistic pursuit of Aimusic. No matter in a concert hall
or a gymnasium, all solo, ensemble, and orchestra performances are done in natural sound.
In 2010, Gordon’s commissioned symphonic suite for the Erhu, Pipa, and Sheng Young
Impressions of the Old City was premiéred, an arguable first for Chinese solo instruments
to play with the Western orchestra without using amplifiers. Natural sound performance
requires strong skills. For decades, Aimusic has pursued scientific performing techniques
to produce relaxed and crystal clear, but penetrating sounds. Teachers’ seminars are held
reqgularly so wind, string, and plucked instrument artists share their experiences and improve
together. Online classes and meetings have made it even easier for the teachers to exchange
ideas and learn from each other.

Integrity and fairness are the standards of Aimusic’s conducts. Board of trustees are mostly
parents of FYCO graduates. They have witnessed tough challenges for the organization over
the years, and helped Aimusic overcome the difficulties one after another. The board is
considerate towards the students and their families by making the tuition far below almost
all music classes and youth orchestras in the San Francisco Bay Area. In musical instrument
classes, teaching artists provide every student with equal educational opportunities,
while the ensemble classes further expand the possibilities of personalized learning and
performing. In 2008, Aimusic established a scholarship system, which is transparent and
fair from application to review. The education not only cultivates students’ artistic talents,
but also hone their critical thinking ability, independent personality, cooperation level, and
leadership skills. The unique perspectives and experiences from the program have enabled
many high school graduates to enter their ideal universities as desired. Some even formed
their own Chinese music groups on campus, spreading the Aimusic-FYCO spirit far and wide.

Thanks to its uniqueness and integrity, Aimusic.us has been the 1st minority group
to play the American National Anthem at an NBA game, the 1st Chinese orchestra from
the West to visit China and Taiwan, the 1st Asian cultural group holding an annual
international arts festival to celebrate the Chinese music heritage especially during the
pandemic, and the 1st youth group to collaborate with various symphony orchestras
in California. Aimusic is one of the very few Asian-American cultural groups that
receive awards from the government up to the federal level. Arts Council Silicon Valley
proclaimed Aimusic as a “local treasure,” and National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
praised the program as “one of the very few ensembles in the United States dedicated
to educating young people, their families and communities through traditional Chinese
music, and is carrying out its mission with great success.” Aimusic-FYCO is featured on
newspapers, magazines, radio and television stations like ABC, NBC, KQED, KTSF, KICU,
KTEH, CCTV, Hong Kong Phoenix, Taiwan United News, and Phoenix North America.

10" Internafional Rimusic Fesfival 2025 © Glosing Geremony Goncert

NATURAL SOUND

SR

fyco.org




1 By gy

RO A R E

Py K A 4 o HK FER v 2 K AN 8K e 7 7 3 v [
- TR EKEREER | R-REIE#AS N Tk
R OOOHBEHREXEHr H B EKE - =S
[ RAE K - MBI - fEAEEE -
A -~ JHERIX DS AR - S B RIS | '
B - AEh i USRI - RS - SRR - X
X KSR AR e K 2 P e T TR R o

(B 5 <O mi i K M {2 ) L R -~ B K
o S b Y - N B o s i R S -~ RO -N T R
iR - 1O O M+ | [ ~ 4o E &
R AR AZLHE <HHHK i (R M I B W S HEE R N | - SEIE
|| -~ S REE R O <IME | RERe

UHRKRERE-IERE - | [HEHfRERE -
| EXRERRES - KRR - KRR -

KRBT - KKRHKERR - U | i
e - TR B A~ SR XU e e S
Fees 388 A (o8] O P K A G . < XA - FKE

NATURAL SOUND
SR Z- 2
%
#
J N
TR
484
<
8 &
2

BRI - BB -

N IR RV

B & By 2K B =2 m IF I R

[

>

<&

B2 GG g I BT R ISR T - BRSNS K8 - A
B0 - IPERE - BEHIEE - A<EE - X - IR
T N BE - M Y K i el o AN - o jog| 3 SR H B L @)1 -
G Rim U8 XY - 3T I AH AR XS 4 iy - W S R
{04 - IR - HiEl - 3881 - BHUn-HE - S - |
ENFH R - R EMR AT EK 15 32 A R e T M I KK
EKEEHE - et [HTREEN | BKEED - BKE
Kk - KIEMHKLER S - tXEBEHERERITIKHE S
IS FH B IR K AX 2 -

ook ¢ T 2 O I B SR A 204K © EABHI N - JRICHI N - B
2 A K 48R 0 o BR AT 2 - MK XEE SR ST B K - MK - <OHK -
R IS ~ K- EE SR - | O | O3 BIX R KOSk B KK
F@E| T - iR - iXEIEE [(WEHE] - X8 mAinss
AR AR MR ~ g} o [ S K B B K Ol 5K R M X K 5 B 4K
IO FRE o SHEMEHTMINEERKR-RE - ATE&E - H i
YRS ) 4K el A D AR V) K - O g B 2 o AR R -R B R AR A - SR
M| RIEEN - IR - KRG - KSR EREEER o o
SoiE R EE TR - IEK - M - ERHEERELT | RXEDOW
Bl - KIRHKIT HEAE - BFEK M I TR =K -~ FE RN E1X R
i A 1 AE EK ik ~ IKAE o S ER R R S I B HE R IR R
B-R -~ 1 K 5 SR I R O A AT < B n 3R R - [
HEEN <EHEEK-D - BREHTHKDY | BT e @) 57 mEE e -
HWMREE S - o U0 | oz - 28R S 6 fE 8
TR -~ HOSRpEX A | cEj - RS <MS<IEIHR o

AL I R EK S \CAR S & o A i i 00 B - B K +H Ik
X - REMBESKENEE | X | e - fit Rk B
| X | BEREE - e | RGN H RS - SIS - IR
R S T < T 0 B A K BK R - KBS - R - RIEE
FEE | S g faH S TSR e - 1B E Lok EK - B
EHIHAIUR R MR R ERE o | [ OO ~ MRSk A M8
HED - WHEHITHE MW - EIERE o Hojph K- 28§ g+
THEoM - 1B i EeE S ghHEBERRR - B <3 - o
XbF - XEEO8R - [Mfh - Mt - MERITE - BN - B8 -
HOEE Sl - ENEIREIRE - RN - FGE K - E&E N5 B
HHE RIB ) <M BB K E - BT K-\ [0 8 4 i BH T i
ESKE - RINH<XEELRR -

F BAE BB A Em R - M SRR A R | X K EE K e
B R IR S S B BB SR SO e E 3 - ) | M-
EIRE I SR - RS RSB - §f | WXEF R [ R8RSk
Blelz ] EXIEE - | KEENEHEERE - kg -
X EIEK - DR KK B X KSR A - e B o A o ml ) e e i
0 R e (0 1B O\ FHRE BN | - T 0 4 W Ol e 2 4
FE [ | AREREM | ~ Bk il St <! B mHE K i =R i - F A K
WA B 82 - ABC - NBC - KQED - KTSF - KICU - KTEH ~ # &
B0 TR - VR I TR - OB S R - R o K T Il
5 VR K ) e R B S R R -




