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Gordon _fee

Aimusic.us Director

Working as composer, conductor, and
musician since 1969. Came to the United
States in late 1980s. MA degree from San
Jose State University. In 1994, he founded
a Chinese music studio which became FYCO
in 2000 and Aimusic in 2013. Recipient of

composer and arts leadership grant awards.
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@/uring my childhood, the sanxian was commonly seen. From time to time our
landlady would shout “Quick! Close the door! The xianzi mendicant is coming!” At that
time the older folks in Beijing always called the sanxian “xianzi.” The xianzi mendicants
were mostly blind, carrying instruments such as the sanxian or the sihu on their backs,
while sweeping with thin bamboo sticks to detect if they were approaching wealthy
households with high steps, gate piers, and wide entrances, where they would sit
down and start playing and singing. The house we were living in was merely a simple
courtyard house with small door steps, they actually wouldn't even stop. “Don’t start
bad karma!”said my grandma in her Chongqing dialect, as she handed me some change
to give to the mendicant outside.

There were also blind mendicants without the sticks, who would play while
walking, by just holding the instrument in their hands instead of hanging around the
neck. The volume of xianzi from these blind mendicants varied quite a bit, | guess not
just because they might be sitting, standing, or walking, but also as a result of their
nails, which could be long or short, hard or soft. There was a tea house at the west end of
our alley where the sound of xianzi was often heard. It sounded like firewood chopping,
very hard wood. Later at various times | met a classmate, a reclamation teammate, and
an orchestra colleague that played the sanxian, and they all wore the long and thick
fake nails made of bones. As a result the sound they produced resembled knocking a
bucket, breaking a tree branch, or hitting a nail on the wall. It was not until one day
completely by chance that | heard the truly beautiful sanxian music for the first time.

That was about 40 years ago. One night | was on my bike passing by Prince Kung’s
Palace, where China Conservatory of Music used to reside. A random mix of various

instruments could be heard from the campus, like rumbling thunders—the erhu
blended with the suona, and the dizi intertwined with the guzheng. Suddenly a flash
of sanxian slashed through the rumble. Like being hit by a bolt of lightning, | jumped
off the bike to listen intently. It was mellow like an amiable old man at times, but
carefree and powerful like the grand waterfalls at others. As the music had so many
varying qualities, I'd guess the player was not wearing those clumsy bone nails, but
rather something like the ones for playing the pipa? | stood on the street totally
mesmerized for half an hour, and could hardly tear myself away. Out of all the unique
yet enchanting Chinese traditional instruments, the sanxian is probably one of the best
in terms of being close to the human voice. The sanxian music continued to linger with
me as | rode off on my bike.

After coming to the States, | bought a cassette of sanxian solo that sounded
like a sequel to my encounter at Prince Kung’s Palace, and once again updated my
understanding of the contemporary sanxian music. I've always yearned to invite a
sanxian performer to Aimusic, however, even with the large Chinese population in
Northern America and the number of Chinese music groups with professionals, there
had not been a single Sanxian performer, until now. Today we are finally able to have
a Sanxian professional at our concert, an artist at the national level. | am certain that
everyone will enjoy it immensely!
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The sanxian is a three-stringed traditional Chinese
Banjo. Also known as xianzi, it has a long fretless
fingerboard, and the soundbox is traditionally made
from snake skin stretched over a rounded rectangular
wooden resonator. It is made in several sizes for different
purposes, and the most common two sizes are the large
sanxian which is normally 47 inch tall with a 28 inch long
fingerboard-neck, and the little sanxian that is typically
around 39 inch. Its fingerboard is much shorter than the
large one, thus easier for children to learn.

The sanxian has a unique, somewhat percussive tone
and loud volume. It is primarily used as an accompanying
instrument, as well as in folk and classical ensembles
and orchestras of traditional Chinese instruments, such
as Jiangnan sizhu, Suzhou pingtan, and Peking and
Kunqu operas, though solo pieces and concertos also
exist. Its wide range and the fretless fingerboard allows
the left hand to glide freely while the right hand applies
a variety of plucking techniques such as strumming and
tremolos, resulting in a singing-like flow similar to that of
the human voice.

The sanxian scores in The 13 Xiansuo Suite passed
down from the Qing dynasty imperial family has exhibited
the existence of traditional solo sanxian instrumental
music of elegance and grand structure, quite different
from the accompaniment styles. It is our honor to carry
on this precious legacy of sanxian.

2023.12.09
”

= #Z

ZE - EBEZT RHEIAEIROERRELER  SRER  BRKF c K=& (XE
EZ) BRAOBI20EK > HEEXME71EX ; N=2Z (RIBHZ) 2RAI100EX » 518
WEE  REARERE - —ZHBHABEY  EAREK  BEEESR  FEEH &
A ZRiEE BHEE-

leI’JH%E:ﬁ*?a1‘&%%%El’]’l‘%i.##ﬂﬁﬂ%?'a‘ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁzﬁ’]Hﬂﬁ’*mﬁéfﬁﬂﬁ  ZERGEHE
EF HEHE2HE - ZRRNEE—TEEREREAMYIIRE - h*ﬁ&ﬁ“‘]‘iﬂéﬂ’ﬁé
ﬁﬁéﬁ BEAMEREERGILNIIA - THANILEERRE H -F -8 ZEFEM; BB
MEIBKERER XAHKL  £B=%  BREIFRFEE ZLEHEE  E510E - &l
ER e RSP ER TR RN RIAER K - B BZMARERER REREE -

HE=ZHREEHFERMRE - RIEFFLERFER (907-
1125) M=% EEM - H)IBETERBEREN=ZZLIT ALK
B URELETENCEZRE - BHR  ZZNETRKHLH
RS~ BLE ~ ik - ZEFANGFE  RARSAREH - R

BE ~EEB > BB ST EREm AR RERRBERIIAULLTE
ZIFRIEL - WEAE -~ FIKRE ~ BRXE e H&ESs

HIFTE  BEF o

Eﬁiﬁ%a%?ﬂﬁ  HIEGEREREN BRET=ZE=ZGE B

CEMAE -~ AR - REEIR - MR T MR R R KRR c B H A
EﬁiﬁiEF‘Ej B WZZEREM "ERE ERE¥ EhE FUE EEM EE4SH
N WEESEAEREE -

FRER—ZEZHE  PAFTLERE T AN — "RAEKR
B WIE=ZER 0 KEEBE  ARBLZHML - 1988 £8A -

TREFELER  FEHRELERTRLEREIMT  RHEHFTELUHARPLOEE—LE
Fr WNEHRHKEEZTEEEN «<ZREH—LZRT=ZEZ4F  BNEE- RIEFEL  hR
EYB M HAREL - 201459A -

D GERTEREEL—BH



75//2 AIMUSIC SCHOLARSHIP AWARD CEREMONY CONCER Q 2023.12.09
e E L T EELBESERT LS a4

“Guel ¢ N(wican
5 & % R

.
iesrosss GAO Yizhen 5 & B

aster’s degree in Sanxian Performance from China Central Conservatory of Music
¢ Associate Professor at Tianjin Conservatory of Music
¢ Visiting scholar at University of California, San Diego

¢ Deputy Secretary-General of the Sanxian Professional Committee at the China National
Orchestra Society

¢ 1st Place winner of the 10th China Golden Bell Award for Sanxian Performance

¢ Gold award winner of professional plucked instruments competition held by International

¢ (ultural Exchange Center of China Ministry of Culture

¢ Held many Sanxian solo concerts and seminars, including the Heritage of Strings —
Sanxian Music Passed Down from Aisin Gioro - Yuhuan Concert
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%&JCAO/@/WM{H}W 606/161720/% g 6. Dizisolo M to Juzhow

Soloist; Catherine Fang Instructor: Dr. Eddie Hsu
1. Kunqu Operatic Music%@t&@ the , . :
Performer: Intermediate group Conductor: Gordon Lee : 7. Pipasolo ‘W’%‘lm/
> Dirisolo T : i Grarrn on Torses Soloist: Rex Quyang Instructor: Qi Miao
Soloist: Cindy Yang Instructor: Dr. Eddie Hsu g 8. Erhusoloc Juzes/icne on MWM
3 Unison Codelivrer: Soloist; Jonathan Zhang Instructor: Churong He
Performer: Beginner group Instructor: Wenying Wu 9. Sanxian solo  Jozered gf in
Piano Accompaniment: Ethan Zhu Soloist: Prof, Yizhen Gao (quest)
4. Ehusolo owrtacn Village JC@IZ@{% 10. Chinese Orchestra: 1965 Version Peking Opera
Soloist; Charisse Un Instructor: Su-Chen Liu : TheMowunt Wi Suite
5. Chinese Ensemble Movements 1,2, 3, &7
%/ZW WBroten Net Performer: FYCO Arrangement & Conductor: Gordon Lee
W Osmantties :
: ®
Performer: Pre-Orchestra Group Conductor: Wenying Wu 1

s &1
Program subject to change without notice. HMirnasic.as
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Wirnrners

INTERMEDIATE
Sean Li

PRE-ORCHESTRA
Alyssa Zheng
Gilbert Kang

FYCO

Isabella Luo
Owen Cobb
Liam Cobb

Christopher He < 6
Evan Li

Sarah Tseng
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President’s

PLUCKED @W Cc%}a/c/
Kandace Ho
GOLD
STRING Jonathan Zhang
Charisse Un Sarah Monica Tseng
Audrey Tam Liam Cobb
WIND SILVER
Catherine Fang Charisse Un
Zuhao Liang Kandace Ho
Ryan Chan
e@a@a%ﬁw W BRONZE
Jonathan Zhang Christopher Tianze He
Madelyn Cheung Owen Cobb
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT: Dr. Frank Sun
SECRETORY: Dr. Yunzhang Pei
TREASURER: Melody Pan

DIRECTORS:
Dr. Guang Li
Yannie Wang

Shujin Ou
Shuling Liu

MANAGEMENT

DIRECTOR: Gordon Lee

MANAGER: Emily Banh
COORDINATING ASSISTANT: Anne Marie Lee

COORDINATORS:
Calise Cheung
Juan Liu
Monica Lam
Wenjing Yu
Felicity Miao

"3

S ESIER T M D

PRODUCTION STAFF
STAGE MANAGER: Calise Cheung
STAGE TEAM: Juan Liu, Jin Zhang, Zhixi Chen, Kwan Tam
Kun Oyoung, Caroline Chen, Huadong Gan
PERCUSSION INSTRUMENT HELPERS: lan Chan, Suwei Cobb
Kaden Liu, Ryan Chan, Jonathan Zhang, Owen Cobb, Liam Cobb
BACK STAGE: Mingjing Zhao, Bingqging Cui, Mingdong Li
UNIFORM AND MAKEUP: Joyce Un, Chuming Feng
Kawa Fuh, Qing Min Li
DRESSING ROOMS: HuiHui Liu, Xing Liang, Juan Ren
STAGE GUIDES: Devie Lin, Sunny Shen, Monica Lam, Shujuan Pan
Wenjing Yu, Wilson Jiang, Felicity Miao, William Kuang
LOBBY TEAM: Anne Lee, Sharon Zhang, Jan Wang
HOUSE MANAGER: Emily Banh
LUNCH SERVICE TEAM: May Chang, Melia Ong, Winnie Ngan
Tammy Chiang, Alex Wu
PHOTOGRAPHY: Kimmy Chu, Qing Zhou, Stella Xu
VIDEO: Laurie Lee, Hugo Huey
CLEAN UP TEAM: Shirley Qin, May Hong

CONCERT PROGRAM
GRAPHIC DESIGN: Diana Hong
TRANSLATOR/EDITOR: Ping Huey
AUTHOR: Gordon Lee

AIMUSIC.COM « GOVERNMENT AWARDED ARTS INSTITUTION

RIEES

@%ﬂu&&c.a&

www.aimusic.com - 408-253-5998
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¢ Beginners %Dk ¥

Wind & %
Dizi &
Yunao Xu &FB93K
Suona 18 &
Austin Chen B3
Ethan Zhu R&#)

Plucked Instruments
IR

Ruan &t
Jayden Ho @2%
William Zheng &BiH X

Zheng &
Luna Truong ERF
Nova Truong ERZ
Nichole Zheng &R 5
Alice Gan HR =

Strings #% £

Erhu =&
Angela Kuang B4R
Felicia Jin &=
Harrison Kang RS

Cello X2 =
Ryan Yu R1EE
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* Intermediate PR VI

Wind & £
Dizi &5
Dean Chen FRE
Kristin Cheng 2830
Sheng #
Sean Li =t

Plucked Instruments
5 i &

Liugin 2
Michelangelo Chan BR& &

Strings 1% %

Erhu Z#
Vanessa Jiang ST &UR
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¢ Pre-Orchestra 248 o FYCONESFEEHLE

Wind & %

Dizi 85
Jacob Bi %%
Zuhao Liang RiE &

Plucked Instruments
ERRL
Pipa £ &
Lisa Zhang R/&R
Yangin 52
Lanxin Nie ZFEZE

Andy Gan H#81&
Alyssa Zheng 28722

Strings 1% %

Erhu — 3B
Gilbert Kang RRES
Nicholas Lam # #5518

Cello Xi2%
Benjamin He @&XR
Noriko Gervacio Denda

Wind & %
Bangdi # &
Ryan Chan Sf2%
Cindy Yang 13/0\6
Qudi 8 &
Lucas Huang &=&t58
Ryan Ouyang Ef318
Xindi &
*¢ Catherine Fang 5 &
Sheng %
Jonathan Li ZE6
Samantha Yeung 1588
Evan Li =R

Base Sheng €S %=

% Richfield Chen FR:x 8
Suona B

Owen Cobb fa’ILERX

Plucked Instruments
ErER
Liugin 2
*¢ Kandace Ho @& E
Claire Chen FRIZHH
Hailey Liu 215831
Yueqgin B
@ Emily Lin *=&E

Pipa &

¢ Rex Ouyang BREZ R
Haotian (Tim) Chen BRiSX
Madeline Lin #R{£3

Nina Wu E 48
Clemence Wong &F2
Yangqin 52

- Madelyn Cheung &5
Terence He E=%f

Ruan &t

“¢ Christopher T. He @X#

Haotian Zhu Kigx

Charis Wong &F%
Sanxian =X

A Monique Kuo 3%
Lheng &

Audrina Au EB'E3%

Yolanda Jiang JI® X

Percussion 7T & %
Emily Wong £/10\&
Angela Chen FRZ
Wenting Tan #E3X&
Ying Chen & 7&

AIMUSIC SCHOLARSHIP AWARD CEREMONY CONCER @202342.09
EM R B E RSB

Strings 1% %
Jinghu R
APing Huey & F

Gaohu 5 &5
# Jonathan Zhang R1ZIS
Erin Liu 2328
Claire Wu R

Erhu — 8
¢ Charisse Un Bt RIR
Liam Cobb @IZxE
Sarah Tseng 83X
Audrey Tam Z8ZE
Isabella Luo 772
Hanyue Zhou B&A
Kaden Liu 21i81&
Yi Ren £
Genevieve Lam #RBE$s
Zhonghu 9 &8
Tienming Shao 33384
Isabel Fuh &%
Cello X12Z
@ Bei Chen & fi&

# Concertmaster £E&E
*¢ Principal &3 &

@ Teaching artist 6

A Founding musician Bl26 B &
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(in alphabetical order of last names)

Bei Chen, Cello [E 4 - Kig=

After graduating from the Middle School of
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Mr. Chen was selected
by Shanghai Symphony Orchestra asa member. In 1978,
he became the principle cellist of the newly formed
Shanghai Philharmonic Society. He received a BA degree
in English from East China Normal University.

EEREBSHBRNERETUERRPEEY
21 - 1969FEA LBREIB (B&) B - 19785F1F
LEREYE  IsSRHEeRNES -

Ying Dong, Sheng & % - =

MA degree from the Central Conservatory of
Music, executive director of Sheng Committee under
the Chinese Orchestral Society, lead musician in
China Broadcasting Chinese Orchestra and ConTempo
Beijing Chamber Orchestra. As a soloist, collaborated
with Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra, Germany
Nationaltheater-Orchestra Mannheim, Denmark Aarhus
Symphony Orchestra, and many others. Released solo
album with China Record Shenzhen in 2010, and won
gold prizes in a number of national and international
competitions.

PRTSLERIFL > PARBRELEEER K
REURESESEZTSETHIRE  PESRRRS
&8 > ConTempo BeiJing MREALEMRS ; HREHR}
BRUE - ZEESHBERNFITIEBLE - HERA
HREBLEEIREESIEELERS ; 2010FMIDE
MBABLE - UIBRBTOIVDEE  SREZTHEL
LEEPESKE -

John Chiang, Erhv ST=% - —#8

Received his bachelor degree from National Tainan University of the Arts
in Taiwan, and Master of Ethnomusicology from University of Florida. Won
the first prizes of erhu in the Taiwan National Music Competition and the
National Yellow Bell Chinese Music Competition. Served as the concertmaster
of Dachung Chinese Orchestra in Taiwan and won many prizes and rave
reviews. As a soloist and chamber musician, performs inTaiwan, China, Japan,
Canada, France, Italy, and Switzerland. Now he is involved in several music
associations, including Society of Ethnomusicology, International Association
for the Study of Popular Music, and Chinese Music Research.

007 ECREBNAREET - 20010FEERRBSEHRREEAZEBR
RELBET  SEZEREZESHLAESR B BLERBEREREES
i DBRBEMMIAER -3 - MBEETAPEBLESREIFTEELR - B
F9 - & - BNSHIEIRED - —/"FNASBIHERMN (8RS -
BaiRNSLUMBEERZERILINNEASTLYECIHEER -

Or. Eddie Hsu, Dizi 5f%Z &+ - &=

BA in Dizi Performance from Tainan National University of the Arts.
Performed a solo concert in Kaohsiung in 2009. PhD in ethnomusicology
at the University of Texas at Austin in 2019. Served as an adjunct faculty in
Boyer College of Music and Dance at Temple University, where he taught
the Chinese Music Ensemble and World Music. Currently he is Curator at the
Musical Instrument Museum in Phoenix, AZ.

BIIEMENASZETERTET 000FRESEEZRENEHB/AS
BBYE » 01IRBNKERFUINIRNESRESRBE TN - BEXE
AREBFPHSULAROERABRESLETAERILCRE - Baift
R ERISEANREINEI LS EE - (ERFEETRER » BRIRER
SHERSIFERIFPRERETE - 815 Netflix BERIINRLSEE -
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(in alphabetical order of last names)

¢ |lan Emily Lin, Liugin/Ruan
MR - W2 - B

After winning many liugin and ruan championships in Taiwan,
Ms. Lin was honored as Hwakang Chinese music new superstar
in 1999. BFA from Chinese Culture University majoring in the
liugin. Master’s degree in Music Education from Pennsylvania State
University in 2005. Performed the concerto Melody on a Moonlit River
at the prestigious Taipei National Recital Hall. Served as judge at the
Liugin Grade Appraisal Competition for the Taipei Chinese Orchestra.

BUNSERE ANBERMRIMSRNELR - 1995,1996FECE
’fﬂjmzfﬁ‘@ﬁfr% B > 1999FEEMBLEINSE - EXIRPEL
REBPRASLER  EUZ  SECILBRSLREZRELYNZ
HBEd CIRZE) - 00056 RIXLBHSREEETELET
& 2000FERENNIASZSLYBELTEMN -

+ (i Miao, ripa & = - E=

Ms Miao studied with the great pipa virtuoso, Professor WANG
Fandifor 10 years and mastered the essence in Prof. Wang’s tone-based
pedagogy, and became one of the very few pipa performers with
perfect techniques in her era. In 1989, she won the second prize in the
National Chinese Instrumental Music “Mountain Cup” TV Competition
hosted by CCTV, and moved to Sweden for further study in 1990. In
2015, ROI Dragon’s Music published her double (D set Thoughts on
Strings. 15 out of the 17 songs were chosen from Scores for the Pipa
authored by Prof. Wang, who gave high praises for her performance.

1977FBEAPRELEREM P BB +FMICREES R T
PR REERWE - 18/FAREXWEAZER IS IBESE
ZHE » 1989F 2N PREIR S ZBEMD RIKES L LIMMER KR
& BTER - 1990FBEMA - 201565 - FRESRILRT BN
(% B)  H+TEGSREA  ARRSENBRS -

¢ Wenying Wu, Yanggin/Guzheng/Conductor

RYR - HE - OF 818

Received a BA degree in Yangqin Performancein 1997,
and joined the China Broadcasting Chinese Orchestra
in the same year. She co-recorded Elementary Course of
Dulcimer, published Yanggin Made Easy, and performed
a solo at the National Centre for the Performing Arts.
With the Orchestra, she toured France, Canada, Russia,
India, the Czech Republic, Australia, New Zealand, North
Korea, etc. In 2021, Wu won the 1st place silver medal
in Chamber Music, and the 3rd place in Composition at
the China Dunhuang Cup National Instrumental Music
Competition, and the 3rd place in Walnut Valley National !
Hammer Dulcimer Championships. ftd
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Mr. Yu was admitted into Central Conservatory of
Music in 1982. He studied under the mentor ZHAO Chunfeng,
and later LUO Liqun and CHEN Jiaqi. He entered Central Chinese
Orchestra after graduation. First Place winner at The Fourth
Goat City Music Invitation Competition in 1987.
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