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Aimusic.us Director

Founder of Aimusic.us and Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra
(FYCO). Before moving to the US, he was a Pipa (four-stringed
Lute) player in a national theater in Beijing. Gordon learned
conducting, composition, traditional Chinese operatic music,
and Chinese instruments under some of the most outstanding
virtuosos in China, including the founder and conductor of the
first professional Chinese orchestra in China in the 1930s. Lee
composed and arranged music primarily for Chinese orchestras
and also for solo Chinese instruments with Western symphony
orchestras. Under his leadership, FYCO is the 1st minority group
to play the American National Anthem at an NBA game; the
1st Chinese orchestra from the West to visit China and Taiwan;
the 1st youth group to collaborate with a number of symphony
orchestras, Chinese orchestras, performing arts theaters,
conservatories and academies; and the 1st non-governmental
organization to hold an international festival online live to
celebrate Chinese heritage music during the pandemic.
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FYCO presented the grand Winchester House Concert
at California Theater, 2006.
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Rows of flutes and drums, laughters abound.
On cloud across spaces, music continued in different ways.?

Fine golden decor’ against the maroon velvet curtains,
the theater shines with splendor.

Fond memories of the time on and off stage,
we would treasure always.

By Gordon Lee
April 24, 2023 at Hunter’s Point
South San Francisco Bay Area

1. Title of the “ci 53" poetry of the Song dynasty. The “ci” verses are lyrics
composed to fit existing melodies. The title specifies the verse’s format,
following strict rules in the number of characters and lines, tonal patterns,
and prescribed rhyme scheme.

2. During the 3 years of pandemic, FYCO changed from playing ensemble
together physically to playing parts serially over the cloud from inter-state
or even international locations, and was able to maintain performances for
the community without any disruption. Now we are finally back together in
person again.

3. The elegant California Theatre is known for its lavish splendor. Built in
1927, this venue is one of the best-preserved movie palaces in the nation.
From 2001-2004, a massive renovation restored its elaborate and opulently
ornamented interior and auditorium. FYCO was the first community group
performing in the newly upgraded theater in December of 2004, and has
been returning practically every year until 2019.

Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra (FYCO) was the first community group to
perform in the beautifully restored California Theater, 2004.
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Narrator: Crrecly SBatin
1. Wind & Percussion USA Prmiere

2. Liugin Zhongruan Duet

3.

4. Pipa Unison

5.

Folk music from Wuwei, Gansu

In imperial China, the scholars had to travel to the

capital to take the state examinations after passing the

local ones. The local government would hold a ceremony
to send them off with good wishes.

Duet arrangement: Emily Lin
L//&/Oaé[/galn the V[ est from Xian Di Pipa Pu

Number 9 out of 13 songs from Xian Di Pipa Pu, a small
booklet of instrumental music, printed in 1770 probably
in Guangzhou. It was unknown to the modern world
until rediscovered in the Old Library of St. John’s College,
Cambridge, in 2014 by a Chinese visiting scholar.

Dizi Duet

141‘ tﬁ@d}fﬂy Arrangerment: ZHAN Yongming

The overall style of this piece is joyful and energetic,
reflecting the young people’s jubilant activities by the
spring and their aspiration for a better life.

Korean folk song

Cantonese music
Adapted from an interlude in Cantonese opera to
express the joy of hearing the thunder in a drought.

Erhu Duet
YANG Huilin, XU Jiangde

Happy Harvest
Arrangerment: John Chiang

With a fluent and buoyant tone, this music portrays
the farmers” happiness after an abundant harvest.

All programs performed by FYCO unless otherwise noted.
- Program subject to change without notice. -
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6. Chinese Ensemble

a..@my&/@ LBamboo

Adapted for Chinese ensemble by PENG Xiuwen from Shanghai Opera,
this song is one of the most representative pieces of the sweet and fluid

style in southern China.

b. Alamuhan

full of energy and playfulness.
Performer: Aimusic junior & sophomore groups
Conductor: Wenying Wu

/. Yanggqin Duet

the Ussuri River between China and Russia.

8. Chinese Orchestra

a. J O/y (WC (WL./Z&YA’/

that sings about a happy village.

b. Bluegrass music .@/acéée/‘/(‘l/ DBlossom  World Premiere

Arrangement: Guy Bergeron - Chinese orchestration: Gordon Lee

“Can you tell me what happened to the blossom
Blackberry blossom when the summertime came?

The blackberry blossom, oh the last time | saw one

Was down in the bramble where | rambled in the spring. . .

n”

Conductor: Wenying o?

5" Intemationa (/ﬁmusi( [estiva %

May 12,2023 7:00 pm - California Theatre, San Jose, (A fyco.org

Shanghai Opera Qupai

Orchestration: HUANG Xiaofei

A famous Uighurs folk song popular in the Turpan area of Xinjiang. The
light-hearted song is a humorous account of love-sickness for a beautiful
girl named Alamuhan. The frequently syncopated rhythm renders the song

Nanai folk song
This is a well-known folk song of the fishing Nanai people living along

Hubei folk song

Arrangemnt: CAO Wengong
Thisensemble versionisadapted fromabrightand playful folk song

9. Bluegrass music
Written by the legendary bluegrass artists Lester
Flatt and Earl Scruggs. It was first performed in 1954

and is still popular 70 years later with many bluegrass
bands.

b. Road to Golumbus

Bill Monroe was the father of bluegrass music. Kenny
Baker was his fiddler for many years and Kenny Baker
wrote this fine fiddle tune.

Performer: Sidesaddle & Co.

10. Erhu Solo

(@a//ad(qf jﬁ/& Hualhua (excent)

Composed by GUAN Ming. Based on the Shanbei
folk song that tells the story of a young village girl Lan
Huahuatryingto break free fromthearranged marriage
toanold man. A very descriptive and captivating piece,
it models after the sonata form while blending in the
dramatic elements from Chinese operas.

Soloist: John Chiang

Yangqin accompaniment: Wenying Wu

11. Chinese Orchestra
a. Qoats on Hls
b. %owugy i the River
C. /keﬂ/gy the 5/7%@/‘0/

Qupai are melodic models widely used in the
Chinese operas as interlude or music for special
occasions on stage, such as greeting the emperor,
wedding, banquet, or battle. Each qupai has a fixed
title, number of phrases, and format.

Performer: FYCO & Aimusic senior group

Orchestration & Conductor: Gordon Lee

Kunqu Opera Qupai
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John Chiang ;1% - erhu =2

An active musician, John served as
concertmaster of Dachung Chinese Orchestra
in Taiwan from 2004 to 2011, leading this
orchestra to win many prizes and rave reviews
in papers and music magazines. The group
“Taiwanese Ensemble” he cofounded in 2007
with three other Taiwanese musicians has been
invited to perform at several festivals in Europe.
John has appeared in numerous performances
as soloist and chamber musician, performing
in Taiwan, China, Japan, U.S., Canada, France,
ltaly, and Switzerland. He also won the First
Prizes of Erhu in the Taiwan National Music Competition and the National Yellow
Bell Chinese Music Competition. He holds his bachelor’'s degree in Chinese Musical
Performance from National Tainan University of the Arts in Taiwan, majoring in Erhu,
and Master of Ethnomusicology from University of Florida. Now he is constantly
trying to maximize the possibility of the Erhu instrument with the presentation of
interdisciplinary and intercultural performances. John has also been involved in several
music associations, including Society of Ethnomusicology, International Association
for the Study of Popular Music, and Chinese Music Research.
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Wenying Wu K372 - vangqin 152

Ms Wu entered China Conservatory of Music middle
school in 1987 In 1993 she was accepted into China
Conservatory of Music directly with honors, majoring
in Yanggin. In 1997, Wu joined the China Broadcasting
Chinese Orchestra after her graduation. In 1999, Wu
co-recorded Elementary Course of Dulcimer with the
well-known dulcimer educator XIANG Zuhua, and gained
unanimous praises from peers. In 2005, China Drama
Press published her book Yanggin Made Easy, which was
reprinted by Shanghai Conservatory of Music Press in 2008. In 2014, she performed a solo
at the National Centre for Performing Arts, and toured with the Orchestra to France, Canada,
Russia, India, the Czech Republic, Australia, New Zealand, North Korea, Hong Kong, and
Taiwan. In 2021, Wu won the 1st place silver medal in Chamber Music, and the 3rd place
in Composition at the China Dunhuang Cup National Instrumental Music Competition, and
the 3rd place in Walnut Valley National Hammer Dulcimer Championships.

— NN\ CESAPEBLBLENPHFLREERR - — NN =FUSXRHNBEEMETA

AR —NWNCFEEENPEERRMERKLEE - RRESZEZHERIBHEEZIR A DRG]

(BEDRAIZE) » —OODQFHPHSBICHITET (KTD ~BESHRAP) —2 - W2

REFHHT - —OO) \FB LBSREERBRIIEN - SHSRSEES - OFAItREESHES

N DEZE - —O—FABRABIROHESESPRELEEEZR [HNPE] - SEBLHA

C IEK - BFERT ~ EDE - e » ROKAICE - 377568 ~ B8Rk - &8 - MoESIE - _O_—4E
PESUIENRESEREZENRRREES - - (FiIE =50 TEXBEETEEF =2

¢

fyco.org



‘f Bluegras fwins

((%rmw c.us

Sidesaddle & (e

Based in San Jose, California, has been captivating
audiences with their unique acoustic sound since 1979.
The five members of the band come from an interesting
variety of musical backgrounds, which come alive in
their repertoire of primarily traditional Bluegrass music,
seasoned with vintage Country, Irish, Cajun and Cowboy
Western as well as some fun novelty tunes. Billboard
Magazine has called their music “superbly melodic’
Critics have hailed their performances as “sophisticated
and highly entertaining” and their harmonies “impeccable.”

Photo: Kim Elking—mandolin. Glenn Dauphin—guitar.
Lee Anne Welch—iddle. Sonia Shell-banjo. Linda Maki—
upright bass.
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Mark Kuo 525 - Suona 12

Born in Taiwan, Kuo joined the student Chinese orchestra from junior high to college.
In college, he became the director of the Chinese Music Club and the conductor. He also
participated in the Chinyuan Chinese Orchestra in Taipei. After settling down in the Bay
Area, Mr. Kuo joined the South Bay Chinese Orchestra where he played the dizi, sheng,
and suona. Kuo also plays the Qudi in the Kungu ensemble in the area while teaching
dizi at Aimusic/ FYCO for 8 years.

F1R6E  BNEGSE - ZIHPEENSERELE - @E%?éﬁﬁiﬁﬁ}ﬁﬁ » MEBSNEIE
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Monique Kuo 8335 - Sanxian = #

Doctor of Medicine, music lover, excellent in the piano and violin. Learned the erhu

in the 1990s, and became a Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra (FYCO) founding member

while serving as the secretary of the first board of directors in 2000. She has joined

many FYCO annual concerts and composed several small ensembles for both Chinese
and Western instruments.

SFET > BEEY  @#E  NREELAELE - N TFEAEB T > 2000FRRNR S FEHLE
IEJ%IE%EEF’E$EME BERZBNNBFESLSUANE T BEPHEENSEEM

Emily Wong 5 - Drummer 2 &

Former FYCO percussionist, performed as the Chuanju Opera Bangu drummer in the

Mice Wedding Traditional Chinese Operatic Music Concert in 2008, and the Kunqu Opera

Bangu drummer in the Song of the Lute—Iang Dynasty Poetry, Music and Dance Concert

in 2011. After graduating from college, she participated in almost all concerts of the
International Aimusic Festival.
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+ Bei Ghen, cello [ & - Kig=

After graduating from the Middle School of
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Mr. Chen was
selected by Shanghai Symphony Orchestra as a
member. In 1978, he became the principle cellist
of the newly formed Shanghai Philharmonic
Society. He received a BA degree in English from
East China Normal University.

BLR HESLEENERES LSRR
PEFRBR - 1960FEA LR (5
B) BIE 1078 ERERE - HEEY
BESREARE -

* Ying Dong, Sheng = 55 - =

MA degree from the Central Conservatory of
Music, executive director of Sheng Committee
under the Chinese Orchestral Society, lead
musicianin ChinaBroadcasting Chinese Orchestra
and ConTempo Beijing Chamber Orchestra. As a
soloist, collaborated with Moscow Philharmonic
Orchestra, Germany Nationaltheater-Orchestra
Mannheim,  Denmark  Aarhus  Symphony
Orchestra, and many others. Released solo
album with China Record Shenzhen in 2010,
and won gold prizes in a number of national and
international competitions.
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¢ Dr. Eddie Hsu, Dizi 515= &+ - &=

BA in Dizi performance from Tainan
National University of the Arts. Received a PhD in
ethnomusicology from the University of Texas at
Austin in 2019, served as adjunct faculty at Boyer
College of Music and Dance at Temple University,
where he taught the Chinese Music Ensemble and
World Music. Currently he is Curator at the Musical
Instrument Museum in Phoenix, AZ.

BUSHEMASRETERET » 2009 FIRG
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+ Kwang Jen, Trumpet (£ & - /)58

MA from Vienna National Music Conservatory
in Austria, 1985. Principal trumpeter in Hong Kong
City Symphony Orchestra, and conductor for many
choruses, orchestras, and bands.

EDIFHR DRELEBEECSBEEERZ
¥ 0 1982 B A MERNBEINI S0 - 20105 EH+H
NWEAREBLR - EFRELEE—/)\%R -

¢ Laurie Lee, Music Fundamentals

?/EE\F: ¢ %1@/%%

Beganlearning the Erhufrom herfather Gordon Lee
atthe age of 5 and became a FYCO founding member
at 8. BA in Piano Performance from California State
University, Northridge. After her college graduation,
she returned to Aimusic to teach music fundamentals.

ANMEBE - BIBEE  \BRARNRBFE
BLERIBESC— 2016 FHENREFAER 55
EBERZREMNE - WHE—RURERINEE TB
HE LR -
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¢ |lan Emily Lin, Liugin/Ruan

AVFA_;\H . $gﬂ;§\ B)TD

MA in Music Education from Pennsylvania State
University and the 1st place winner in Taiwan music

competitions. One of the founding members of
Taipei Liugin Ensemble established in 1993.

%%Bﬁﬁjtﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ&%%ﬁ > PEINIEK

sﬁEPI RER » TEYE > 2000FESMNINILK
BRUBBVLRN - SREBINERMBILES
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¢ Jing Lin, violin #% 55 - /2=

Violinist in Zhujiang Film Orchestra. Mr. Lin has
taught the violin in the Bay Area for about 20 years.
Under his instruction, the students are able to join
the youth symphony orchestras of their choice.

SERIEYLBRES  BELBIHE -
SEEHEST  SUBENANSSERNEE
TEeE  WESTE—NRERETRE
B -

+ (i Miao, pipa 2 1= - E£5

Ms Miao entered the m|dd|e school of Central
Conservatory of Music in 1977, studied under the
great Pipa virtuoso Prof. WANG Fandifor 10 years, and
graduated in 1987. In 1989 she won the 2nd place in
the national Pipa Shancheng Cup Competition held
by CCTV, and moved to Sweden for further studies in
1990.

SRR - 1977TFZ2APRESLSRHD
BT ESHRESR TEHR - 1987&1&%
FAZEIRNYIE  1989FEPREIRS MK
REBEES_FR > 1000FREinHA -

(in alphabetical order of last names)

¢ David Tang, French Horn
EE/J\T?J ° /Z—E.Sﬁ

Mr. Tang inherited his music talent from his
mother Tang Minnan, the concertmaster of Central
Opera House for 30 years. At the age of 15 he studied
French Horn and entered China Children’s Art Theatre
at the age of 19. He taught the French Horn at Beijing
Youth Palace in 1980.

B2 SEPRBREISHEIREHENHR
BUMENBRER - 5SREEBEER - 1953 A
PRAREZMEIS - SEURDFSEERSE

¢ Zhang Yu, Suona ¥ = - [EIX

Mr. Yu was admitted into Central
Conservatory of Music in 1982. He studied under the
mentor ZHAO Chunfeng, and later LUO Liqun and
CHEN Jiagi. He entered Central Chinese Orchestra
after graduation. First Place winner at The Fourth
Goat City Music Invitation Competition in 1987.

1982FZAPRELSEN  BREMBBIE
ERIEREIE - RRESBRI - FEXREADPRE
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¢ Chinese Freshman
Wind
Dizi
Dean Chen PRSH
Francesca Danielle Ke-An Ang
HOZ
Kristin Cheng &=
Strings

Erhu
Vanessa Jiang >T&UR

¢ Chinese Sophomore
Wind
Dizi

Jacob Bl EHS

[uhao Liang RmE=
Sheng

Sean Li =Tz

Shanly = =
Plucked Instrument
Pipa

Jingly = 15

Lisa Zhang SRR
Yangqin

Alyssa Zheng E5225

| med c.us

+ (hinese Junior
Wind
Dizi

Jiayue Gu ERIEIR

lexi Liu 2465

Sheng
Andi Shen EB 2B
Samantha Yeung #5ie 81

Plucked Instrument
Yangqin

Marcus To ‘RF &
+ (Chinese Senior
Wind
Dizi

Allison Su EfiRE

Ashley Xu #=&5e
Ryan Ouyang BREZ1E

Sheng

Evan Li Z=TR
Plucked Instrument
Liugin

Kathlyn Zhang sRE&ER
Pipa

Nina Wu E 1B
Yangqin

Lanxin Nie EBERZE

Andy Gan H i8S

- Cghwqmoo Jwiny

NATURAL SOUND CONCERT

Strings

Erhu
Gilbert Kang &= E
Hanyue Zhou B
Kaden Liu %U;‘MJ%
Yi Ren £ &
”“

* FYCO L

Wind
Dizi

Catherine Fang 7o) es

Cindy Yang /106G
Luke Chen B =&
Lucas Huang =&f58
Ryan Chan k25

Sheng
Richfield Chen F&xEB
Jonathan Li =&z

Suona

Owen Cobb 15L&
Plucked Instrument
Liugin

Claire Chen BsRIZ Ik
Hailey Liu &%)
Kandace Ho IR E

Zheng
Audrina Au B8

=2 &8

Pipa
Haotian (Tim) Chen FRISR
Madeline Lin MMEZE
Rex Ouyang BREZR
Sophia Ren E&=FK
Clemence Wong &2

Ruan
Christopher T. He {@x)s
Haotian Zhu ZRIEX
Charis Wong &5

Yanggin
Madelyn Cheung sEis&
Terence He BE=#t

Strings

Erhu
Jonathan Zhang sR1IZ1S
Charisse Un BRI/
sabel Fuh L
Erin Liu 25z
Jocelyn Li ==
Liam Cobb @ IZ2
Sarah Tseng 3%
Audrey Tam EE838
sabella Luo 7FE#E2

Percussion
Ping Huey
Laurie Lee
Emily Wong
Noriko Gervacio Denda
Cindy Yang

;g A B

2025 @a/w/wa/é@

Sophia Ren =X

Hi Xie Laoshi! You
probably heard most
college decisions have
been finalized and |
wanted to let you
know that | got into
UC Berkeley!!! In my
application | attributed

fEIEE -

"'l-.
—

* J years

a |ot of the opportunities for my accomplishments to
FYCO and I'm truly grateful for everything that you
and FYCO have helped me with. | joined pretty
early on and FYCO has been more than just music
but also a community and a place where ['ve
fostered my leadership and growth as a person.
| will carry on a lot of the life values | learned
under your mentorship and | am truly thankful
that you were my conductor and pipa teacher

throughout these years.



O
'0
R EE

Chlernasic.as

(HKoard of (%zw{w&

President: Dr. Frank Sun

Secretory: Dr. Yunzhang Pei

Treasurer: Melody Pan

Directors: Dr. Guang Li, Yannie Wang,
Shujin Ou, Shuling Liu
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Director: Gordon Lee

Manager: Emily Banh

Coordinating Assistant: Anne Marie Lee

Coordinators: Calise Cheung, Juan Liu,
Felicity Miao, Zaihong Shuai, Nam Chi Ly,
Wenjing Yu, Robert Thach, Jenny Weng

Production d taff

Stage Manager: Calise Cheung

Stage Team: Juan Liu, Edmund Fuh,
Jin Zhang, Zhixi Chen, Caroline Chen,
Kimmy Chu, Huadong Gan, Duofan Song

Storage: Jonathan Zhang, Richfield Chen,
Owen Cobb, Liam Cobb

Back Stage: Mingjing Zhao, Felicity Miao,
May Chang

This concert is supported in part by  Mieaments

Uniform and Makeup: Joyce Un, Tammy Chiang,
Elaine Zhou, Sarah Pu

Dressing Rooms: Juan Ren, Shujuan Pan,
Xing Liang, Winnie Ngan, Michelle Tan,
lan Chan

Stage Assistants: Devie Lin, Qing Li, Zaihong
Shuai, Binging Cui, Zhenzhen Kou

Lobby Team: Anne Lee, Ming Dong Chen,
Kwan Tam, Jessie Yuan, Sharon Zhang
Alex Wu

House Manager: Emily Banh

Snacks: Sunny Shen, Michelle Tan, Suwei Cobb,

Linda Yang, Kaimun Wong, Jan Wang,
Kwan Tam, Jiawen Lu, Pear| Wang

Photography: Kimmy Chu, Stella Xu, Kun Zhou
Video: Infinity Production

Writer: Gordon Lee
Translation/Editing: Ping Huey
Graphic Design: Diana Hong
Narration: Emily Banh
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$3,000 & up

Government Art Agencies

San Jose Office of Cultural Affairs
California Arts Council

National Endowment for the Arts

Fundations
Benevity Bright Funds
YourCause Silicon Valley Creates

The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Individuals

Up to S3,000
Lee Family Jing Ly & Shan Ly Family
Yunzhang Pei Benjamin Ouyang Family

Melody Pan Jiayue Gu Family
/hang Yu Naomi Chyu Family
Mark He Cindy Yang Family

Kit Sum Sarah Tseng Family

Lin Guang Jocelyn Li Family

Calise Cheung Kandace Ho Family
Juan Liu Christopher T. He Family
Emily Hong Xu  Audrina Au Family
Laurie Lee Madelyn Cheung Family

Martha Yee Jonathan Li Family
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ImUSIC us is an American government-awarded arts institution, providing music
performances, classes, and international festivals in San Jose, California. Starting from the
artistic director Gordon Lee's studio in 1994 and as Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra (FYCO)
in 2000, Aimusic promotes Chinese heritage as an integral part of Silicon Valley's multicultural
fabric by training students to play traditional instruments, share their musical gifts with the
community, and develop a life-long appreciation for the vital role of arts.

Teamwork is the foundation for Aimusic.us pursuing its art goals. Members help each
other especially when encountering great challenges and difficulties. On March 11, 2020,
The White House declared Santa Clara as one of the two counties most seriously affected by
Coronavirus in the nation. Within only three days, all classes were smoothly transferred from
on campus to the internet without missing a single activity. There were many hours of intense
communication and coordination among sectors after the city shut-down notice. Despite the
steep learning curve, staff, teachers, parents, and students worked together with a community
spirit to develop the best solution possible.

Serving the community is Aimusic’s responsibility. Before the pandemic, more than 40
performances were held at public schools, libraries, city halls, community centers, senior homes,
cultural organizations, and high tech companies in Northern California every year. Since the
pandemic, more than ten community performances continued to be held online each year.
The music performed includes Chinese classical, folksongs, regional operas (Xiqu), musical
storytelling (Quyi), Buddhist, Taoist, and court music. For more than a century, imitations of
Western music have gradually taken away the stage from traditional music. This increasing
difficulty of identifying authentic cultural heritage begs for the conscientious artists to preserve
and pass on the true traditions.

Being authentic and natural is the artistic pursuit of Aimusic. No matter in a concert hall
or a gymnasium, all solo, ensemble, and orchestra performances are done in natural sound.
In 2010, Gordon's commissioned symphonic suite for the Erhu, Pipa, and Sheng Young
Impressions of the Old City was premiéred, an arguable first for Chinese solo instruments to
play with the Western orchestra without using amplifiers. Natural sound performance requires
strong skills. For decades, Aimusic has pursued scientific performing techniques to produce
relaxed and crystal clear, but penetrating sounds. Teachers’ seminars are held regularly so
wind, string, and plucked instrument artists share their experiences and improve together.
Online classes and meetings have made it even easier for the teachers to exchange ideas
and learn from each other.

Integrity and fairness are the standards of Aimusic’s conducts. Board of trustees are mostly
parents of FYCO graduates. They have witnessed tough challenges for the organization
over the years, and helped Aimusic overcome the difficulties one after another. The board is
considerate towards the students and their families by making the tuition far below almost
all music classes and youth orchestras in the San Francisco Bay Area. In musical instrument
classes, teaching artists provide every student with equal educational opportunities, while the
ensemble classes further expand the possibilities of personalized learning and performing. In
2008, Aimusic established a scholarship system, which is transparent and fair from application

to review. The education not only cultivates students’ artistic talents, but also
hone their critical thinking ability, independent personality, cooperation level, and
leadership skills. The unique perspectives and experiences from the program have
enabled many high school graduates to enter their ideal universities as desired.
Some even formed their own Chinese music groups on campus, spreading the
Aimusic-FYCO spirit far and wide.

Thanks to its uniqueness and integrity, Aimusic.us has been the 1st minority group
to play the American National Anthem at an NBA game, the 1st Chinese orchestra
from the West to visit China and Taiwan, the 1st Asian cultural group holding an annual
international arts festival to celebrate the Chinese music heritage especially during the
pandemic, and the 1st youth group to collaborate with various symphony orchestras
in California. Aimusic is one of the very few Asian-American cultural groups that
receive awards from the government up to the federal level. Arts Council Silicon Valley
proclaimed Aimusic as a “local treasure,” and National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
praised the program as “one of the very few ensembles in the United States dedicated
to educating young people, their families and communities through traditional
Chinese music, and is carrying out its mission with great success.” Aimusic-FYCO
is featured on newspapers, magazines, radio and television stations like ABC, NBC,
KQED, KTSF, KICU, KTEH, CCTV, Hong Kong Phoenix, Taiwan United News, and

Phoenix North America.
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